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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

ASSOCIATED  CHARITIES  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

- »  O  »  «- - - 

REPORT  OF  DIRECTORS. 

In  making  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Associated  Charities 
of  Cambridge,  the  Directors  think  they  may  justly  regard  the 
principle  on  which  its  work  rests  as  well  established  here  ;  even 
though  there  are  many  who  do  not  yet  co-operate  in  it. 

It  was  eight  years  last  spring  since  the  first  meeting  was  held  ; 
in  the  following  spring  the  Conferences  for  Old  Cambridge  and 
Cambridgeport  were  organized,  and  the  work  of  friendly  visiting 
begun;  in  January,  1883,  the  Society  was  incorporated,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1885  the  North  Cambridge  Conference  was  started. 
Our  desire  from  the  first  has  been  to  have  a  Conference  in  East 
Cambridge,  also — now  the  only  part  of  the  city  without  one — but 
owing  to  the  long-established  systems  of  relief  there,  and  also  to 
the  readiness  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  B.  Taylor  to  procure  the  investiga¬ 
tion  outside  this  Society  of  any  cases  of  want  which  were  reported, 
it  has  been  deferred  from  year  to  year.  Dr.  Taylor’s  death  not 
only  deprives  us  of  his  counsels  and  experience,  but  also  makes 
the  need  for  a  well-organized  East  Cambridge  Conference  more 
strongly  felt. 

The  Registrar’s  work,  as  well  as  the  Agent’s,  has  largely  in¬ 
creased  during  the  year,  and  Mr.  Harris  is  now  regularly  investi¬ 
gating  cases  in  all  parts  of  the  city.  He  has  made  over  1650  calls 
during  the  year. 

The  evil  of  house-to-house  begging,  which  has  very  much  de¬ 
creased,  has  not  yet  disappeared,  and  we  must  urge  all  persons, 
of  whom  alms  are  asked  by  a  stranger,  to  report  the  case  at 
once,  with  all  possible  particulars  to  the  Central  Office,  Cam- 
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bridgeport,  and  it  will  be  immediately  investigated  (unless,  as 
frequently  happens,  it  is  one  already  known)  and  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  will  be  reported  to  the  inquirer.  In  this  connection  we 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  importance  of  all  relief  furnished  in 
any  one  case  coming  from  one  source  or  through  one  person  ;  only 
in  this  way  can  it  be  certainly  known  that  sufficient  and  not  too 
much  help  is  provided,  that  the  family  is  neither  suffering  (since 
each  society  or  individual  supposes  the  others  are  caring  for  it) 
nor  its  members  made  regular  beggars  by  finding  how  easy  and 
how  large  a  support  can  be  had  for  the  asking. 

Statistics  regarding  the  work  of  the  year  ending  i  September, 
1889,  and  the  reports  of  the  Registrar,  Agent,  and  the  several 
Conferences  follow. 

Cambridge,  November ,  i88q , 


The  following  statistics  are  made  up  September  1st  in  each  year  : 


Whole  number  of  cases  reported  since  December 

1st,  1881, 

2054. 

1S87-8S. 

1888-89. 

Cases  registered  during  the  year 

573 

616 

New  Cases  Registered  .... 

214 

243 

Impostors,  giving  a  false  or  no  address  or 

not  in  Cambridge  .... 

36 

38 

Individuals  reporting  ..... 

102 

86 

Churches  in  Cambridge  reporting 

1 1 

13 

Families  reported  in  Old  Cambridge  . 

104 

95 

“  “  North  “ 

35 

38 

“  “  East  “ 

90 

112 

“  “  Cambridgeport  . 

308 

333 

“  regularly  visited  in  Old  Cambridge 

39 

42 

“  “  “  North  “ 

20 

15 

“  “  “  Cambridgeport 

5i 

60 

Visitors  in  Old  Cambridge  .... 

28 

28 

“  North  “  .  • 

18 

16 

“  Cambridgeport  .... 

26 

32 
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OLD  CAMBRIDGE  CONFERENCE. 


Secretary’s  Report. 


The  Conference  of  Ward  I,  Old  Cambridge,  has  held  during 
the  past  winter  1888-89,  fifteen  regular  meetings,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  persons,  and  one  public 
meeting,  when  there  were  present  between  fifty  and  sixty  persons- 
At  this  public  meeting  very  interesting  addresses  were  given  by  Rev. 
S.  W.  Brooke  of  Boston  and  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Dana  of  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Brooke  spoke  upon  “Savings”  and  gave  a  short  account  of 
the  arrangements  of  the  Associated  Charities  Organization  of  Bos¬ 
ton  for  helping  the  poor  to  save  for  coal,  groceries,  etc. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  upon  the  subject  of  “Improved  Dwellings  for 
the  Poor,”  explaining,  at  some  length,  the  results  and  success  of 
experiments  in  that  line  in  England  and  in  this  country,  the 
White  cottages  in  Brooklyn  and  the  work  of  the  Improved  Dwell¬ 
ings  Association  in  Boston — all  of  these  experiments  being  es¬ 
tablished  on  a  business  basis  and  paying  from  2^  to  3  per  cent  and 
upwards. 

The  Committee  on  Coal  Savings  has  discontinued  its  work 
this  year,  but  the  Way  and  Means  Committee  have  shown 
renewed  activity,  especially  in  the  revival  of  the  Mending  Class 
which  had  been  discontinued  for  a  year  or  two.  It  opened 
on  December  12,  1888,  in  the  Social  Union  Rooms  with  a 
class  of  four  women  and  one  young  girl.  The  number  was 
soon  increased  as  more  clothing  was  received  so  that  when 
the  class  closed  on  May  3,  1889,  the  names  of  fourteen  women 
and  four  young  girls  between  the  ages  of  13  and  15  years,  were 
on  the  list. 

There  have  been  28  visitors  oft  the  active  list  and  during  the 
winter  42  families  have  been  visited  and  reported  upon. 

Over  four  hundred  articles  of  clothing  were  distributed  in  pay¬ 
ment  for  the  time  spent  in  making  the  necessary  repairs  upon 
them.  The  women  seemed  perfectly  satisfied  with  what  they  re¬ 
ceived  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the  Meetings  and  also  the  hours  read¬ 
ing  aloud.  Money  was  spent  for  sewing  materials,  pieces  of 
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cloth,  cotton,  etc,  needed  to  repair  the  garments,  and  one  gingham 
dress  was  bought,  but  no  money  was  paid  to  the  women  them¬ 
selves.  It  was  urged  in  the  beginning  that  the  women  should 
bring  their  small  children  and  that  they  should  be  taught  to  sew, 
but  the  public  schools,  naturally,  would  not  allow  the  children  to 
stay  away  from  school  every  Wednesday  afternoon,  so  after  a  few 
weeks  it  was  given  up,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the  children. 

The  order  that  has  been  recently  passed,  to  introduce  sewing 
into  the  public  schools  will  help  to  relieve  this  want  and  fill  the 
place  of  this  younger  class. 

There  has  been  found  employment  also,  for  twelve  women, 
five  of  the  places  are  permanent,  and  one  man  has  found  gar¬ 
dening. 

We  have  had  the  advantage,  this  year,  of  having  present  at 
several  of  the  Conferences,  the  City  Physician,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  whose  thorough  knowledge  of  many 
of  the  cases  that  have  come  to  us  as  new,  or  only  imperfectly  re¬ 
ported,  has  been  of  great  help,  and  whose  experience  has  aided 
greatly  in  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  other  well  known 
cases. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  satisfactory  cases  was  not  pub¬ 
licly  reported  or  discussed  at  the  Conferences,  as  it  seemed  best 
to  keep  it  quiet.  A  case  where  the  mother  was  temporarily  in¬ 
sane,  and  though  the  father  had  steady  work  and  regular  wages 
the  whole  care  at  home  of  father,  brother  and  three  younger  sisters 
devolved  upon  a  little  girl  of  twelve.  Through  the  bad  influence 
of  a  neighbor’s  child  this  little  girl  was  being  led  into  habits  of 
begging,  but  owing  to  the  kindly  oversight  and  constant  friendli¬ 
ness  of  the  visitor  she  has  now  quite  abandoned  that  course  of  life 
and  instead  is  very  proud  of  her  position  as  housekeeper,  and  of 
sewing  and  taking  care  of  the  others.  The  father  has  been  able 
to  hire  some  one  to  do  the  hardest  part  of  the  house  work  and 
thus  relieve  the  child  from  too  great  a  tax  upon  her  strength. 
The  children  are  now  all  able  to  go  to  school  and  there  is  a  fair 
prospect  that  the  mother  may  be  restored  and  able  to  return  home, 
so  there  is  the  hopeful  outlook  of  the  family  being  again  united 
under  more  encouraging  conditions  than  before.  Occasional 
timely  gifts  of  old  clothing,  which  could  be  suitably  made  over, 
have  been  given  through  the  Visitor  and  at  her  discretion,  which 
have  hindered  the  temptation  or  necessity  for  begging,  but  no 
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pecuniary  aid  has  been  offered,  only,  kind  and  wise  suggestions 
as  to  the  best  use  of  what  there  was. 

The  work  of  regular  visiting  has  gone  on  steadily,  as  usual. 
In  some  cases  the  reports  have  been  encouraging  where  the  fam¬ 
ilies  have  been  helped  over  a  hard  time  of  sickness,  or  misfortune, 
or  where  employment  has  been  found  that  has  enabled  them  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  With  others  the  reports  have  been  so  vary- 
ingly  encouraging  and  discouraging  that  it  has  been  hard  to  see 
any  progress  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANNIE  L.  THORP, 

Nov.  4th ,  i88g.  Secretary. 


AGENT’S  REPORT  OF  CASES  FROM  WARD  I. 

CONFERENCE. 

From  September  1,  1888,  to  September  1,  1889,  the  Agent 
has  received  from  Conference  I  several  new  cases,  some  of  them 
very  interesting  which  will  be  found  below. 

1 .  A  poor  sick  woman  whose  rent  was  paid  by  friends  of  Con¬ 
ference  I  for  four  months,  now  able  to  support  herself  without 
assistance.  A  most  worthy  wonan. 

2.  Permanent  work  at  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  obtained  for 
a  man. 

3.  A  Home  procured  for  an  old  lady  by  request  of  friends. 

4.  A  gentleman  from  Ward  I  called  upon  the  Agent  for  ad¬ 
vice  with  regard  to  a  widow  with  eight  small  children,  whose 
husband  had  been  killed  by  falling  from  a  building  in  Boston. 
The  Agent  visited  the  family  and  learned  that  the  oldest  boy, 
twelve  years  of  age,  was  in  a  store  in  Boston,  but  must  leave  by 
order  of  the  State  to  attend  School ;  he  earned  two  dollars  a  week. 
Called  upon  the  firm  and  they  agreed  to  take  the  boy  again  in 
July  at  the  close  of  the  School  term — which  they  did  until  the 
September  Term  and  he  will  remain  until  the  winter  Term  in 
December  in  School.  Fie  will  then  return  to  his  place  perman¬ 
ently,  his  employer  kindly  keeping  it  open  for  him.  Agent  will 
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pay  the  mother  the  wages  the  boy  would  have  earned  in  the  store 
while  he  is  at  school.  Learning  that  the  oldest  girl,  fifteen  years 
of  age,  was  serving  as  cash  girl  in  a  store  on  Tremont  Row,  work¬ 
ing  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  until  io  p.m.,  and 
then  going  alone  to  her  home  in  another  ward,  through  a  friend 
procured  a  permanent  situation  in  a  store  nearer  home  and  now 
she  receives  more  than  the  two  dollars  she  earned  before,  and  is 
under  a  mother’s  care.  By  request  of  the  friend  who  furnished 
the  money  but  did  not  wish  his  name  known,  Agent  deposited  the 
money  in  Savings  Bank,  and  uses  it  in  the  way  he  thinks  best  for 
this  poor  woman  who  is  thoroughly  worthy. 

Agent  has  trust  funds  from  other'  parties  and  is  using  the 
money  for  the  persons  for  whom  it  was  given  as  the  friends  do 
not  wish  personally  to  visit  them. 

Agent  has  found  two  cases  of  sick  and  suffering  Americans 
who  had  never  before  known  want  and  refused  to  apply  to  the 
city  for  aid.  A  lady  of  Ward  I  took  the  case,  cared  for  them 
and  saw  they  had  everything  they  needed.  There  are  numerous 
cases  like  these  of  silent  poor,  that  are  cared  for  and  whose  names 
are  not  reported  to  the  Conference.  They  are  now  self  supporting 
and  will  ever  remember  the  kind  friends  who  gave  them  the  com¬ 
fort  and  care  they  so  much  needed. 


CAMBRIDGEPORT  CONFERENCE. 


Secretary’s  Report. 


Since  our  last  Annual  Meeting  there  have  been  held  17  meet¬ 
ings  with  an  average  attendance  of  12. 

The  work  of  the  Conference  has  gone  on  as  in  years  past. 

There  have  been  brought  to  our  notice  at  these  meetings  86 
different  cases,  and  these  have  been  disposed  of  as  each  seemed 
to  require ;  some  were  beyond  the  province  of  the  Conference, 
some  were  entirely  unworthy  and  their  impositions  on  the  public 
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have  been  exposed  and  stopped.  The  cases  coming  within  otir 
line  of  work  have  been  assumed  by  the  Conference  and  visitors  as¬ 
signed  who  have  given  them  personal  attention  and  aid  in  many 
ways  ;  food  and  clothing  have  been  given  in  many  instances,  fuel 
in  other,  and  words  of  advice,  sympathy  and  encouragement  to 
all. 

We  have  been  aided  in  our  care  of  the  cases  by  aid  granted  by 
the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  for  which  we  are  truly  grate¬ 
ful  and  make  due  acknowledgment. 

We  are  indebted  to  those  of  our  number  who  have  acted  as  our 
visitors  and  who  have  been  so  constant  in  their  care  of  the  cases 
assigned  to  them,  and  yet  we  believe  they  have  felt  amply  repaid 
for  their  efforts  bestowed  for  the  relief  of  those  in  our  community 
who  through  misfortune,  sickness  or  other  calamity  are-  reduced 
to  circumstances  where  they  require  aid  and  sympathy  from  some 
outside  source  ;  a  blessing  always  follows  those  who  engage  in 
work  like  this. 

The  Agent  and  Registrar  can  tell  of  many  instances  where 
much  has  been  done  for  cases  which  are  never  brought  to  our 
open  meeting,  which  from  their  nature  require  to  be  dealt  with 
privately. 

Some  of  the  cases  brought  to  our  notice  are  very  affecting,  and 
enlist  the  sympathies  of  us  all,  and  other  cases  give  us  a  glimpse 
of  the  human  depravity  and  wickedness  there  is  in  our  midst. 
Truly,  as  has  been  said,  “one  half  of  the  world  does  not  know 
how  the  other  half  lives.” 

As  we  enter  upon  another  year  of  service,  let  us  get  fresh  cour¬ 
age  from  the  fact  that  we  are  following  the  example  of  him,  “who 
went  about  doing  good.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  H.  BALL, 

Secretary. 


ASSOCIATED  CHARITIES  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 


1 1 

AGENT’S  REPORT  OF  CASES  IN  CAMBRIDGEPORT 

CONFERENCE. 


A  case  of  a  young  girl  seventeen  years  of  age  was  reported  to 
the  agent  as  very  sick  in  Consumption  ;  she  had  cared  for  her 
father’s  family  of  five  since  the  death  of  her  mother,  four  years 
before.  For  want  of  proper  nourishment,  and  having  worked 
beyond  her  strength,  she  was  dying.  Her  sister,  tw'elve  years  old, 
and  the  two  other  younger  children  had  been  a  daily  care  to  her ; 
she  had  not  always  food  to  give  them.  Her  father,  an  invalid  sol¬ 
dier,  was  often  out  of  work.  A  kind  lady  of  Post  186,  took  the 
case  and  provided  food,  they  authorizing  her  to  do  so.  A  physician 
visited  her  daily,  giving  his  services  ;  milk,  medicine,  and  luxu¬ 
ries  were  sent  daily.  We  loaned  her  our  reclining  chair,  which 
she  enjoyed  very  much,  and  in  which  she  died.  Fuel  was  given 
by  the  Howard  Benevolent  Society.  At  her  death  Post  186  kindly 
paid  the  funeral  expenses,  although  the  father  was  not  a  member 
of  that  or  any  other  post,  and  the  agent  procured  State  aid  from 
Boston  for  the  man  who  had  a  settlement  in  that  city.  Soon  after 
the  father  was  prostrated  by  sickness  for  months  and  the  little  boy 
was  run  over  and  seriously  injured.  The  lady  has  visited  them 
ever  since  and  Post  186  still  helps  them.  We  hope  the  man  will 
soon  be  able  to  work  at  his  former  place. 

Twenty  frauds  have  been  reported  to  the  Agent  this  year. 
Some  of  them  have  been  begging  for  years. 

A  man  sixty  years  of  age  giving  the  name  of  Wilson  visited 
three  of  our  churches  —  spoke  and  prayed  —  said  he  was  a  ship¬ 
wrecked  sailor,  had  a  wife  and  five  children,  had  injured  his  limbs, 
was  unable  to  work  and  had  neither  food,  nor  fuel. 

Money  was  collected  for  him  freely  and  a  fortnight  later  he 
was  reported  by  three  of  the  pastors.  He  gave  false  residences  ; 
the  Agent  traced  him  and  informed  one  of  the  pastors  that  the 
man  was  a  fraud  ;  he  wrote  to  the  party  who  Wilson  said  owned 
the  vessel  in  which  he  was  wrecked  and  learned  that  the  vessel 
was  safe,  never  had  been  wrecked,  and  that  the  owner  had  never 
heard  of  Wilson.  If  the  parties  had  promptly  reported  their 
knowledge  to  the  Agent  the  man  would  not  have  escaped,  as  he 
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was  arrested  in  Boston,  and  held  for  twenty-four  hours,  but  no  evi¬ 
dence  appearing  against  him  he  was  released  and  escaped  with 
quite  an  amount  of  money  and  clothing. 

If  benevolent  friends  would  report  to  the  Agent  on  the  day  of 
application,  they  would  prevent  much  crime  and  discourage  frauds 
from  frequenting  our  city. 


WARD  FIVE  CONFERENCE. 


Secretary’s  Report. 


For  four  years  and  a  half  the  work  of  the  Ward  V  Conference 
of  Associated  Charities  has  gone  steadily  on,  gaining  for  itself  we 
hope,  more  of  interest  and  trust  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
North  Cambridge. 

The  record  of  the  work  for  the  year  ending  October  28,  1889, 
is  found  in  this  our  fourth  annual  report. 

During  the  year  we  have  held  fifteen  meetings  for  the  tran¬ 
saction  of  business  with  a  fair  average  attendance. 

The  number  of  visitors  has  been  sixteen. 

Eighty-nine  visits  have  been  made  on  families  under  the  care 
of  this  Conference. 

Eight  families  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  seven  occasion¬ 
ally  as  their  circumstances  seemed  to  require. 

Eight  cases  of  begging  have  been  reported,  the  smallest  number 
since  the  organization  of  this  Conference. 

Public  opinion  concerning  this  class  of  people  seems  to  be 
changing  and  the  current  is  against  the  host  of  beggars  that 
have  made  Cambridge  their  home. 

W e  have  nothing  new  to  tell  you  of  the  work  ;  it  is  the  same 
old  story. 

This  has  been  an  uneventful  year,  full  of  steady  hard  work, 
which  in  time,  we  trust,  will  bring  success, 
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The  widows  and  orphans,  the  sick,  the  inefficient  the  intemper¬ 
ate,  and  the  frauds,  have  all  received  our  attention  as  their  sev¬ 
eral  cases  seemed  to  demand. 

The  general  plan  of  our  work  is  shown  in  the  following  cases. 

A  family  of  French  Canadians  consisting  of  six  persons,  father, 
mother,  and  four  children,  ranging  in  age  from  two  to  eleven 
years.  The  father  had  been  incapacitated  for  work  for  fifteen 
months  by  an  incurable  disease,  at  times  suffering  intensely. 

The  humble  home  showed  gratifying  indications  of  neatness 
and  thrift.  The  children  well  mannered  and  unusually  intelligent. 

The  mother  had  been  the  willing  support  of  the  family  to  the 
extent  of  her  ability,  by  doing  washing,  ironing,  etc,  but  for  a 
time  she  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  her  work.  Kind  friends  who 
knew  the  worth  of  the  destitute  family  had  given  material  aid, 
but  as  a  crisis  was  approaching  it  became  imperative  that  some¬ 
thing  be  done  to  relieve  the  destitution,  and  prevent  threatened 
suffering.  We  appealed  to  the  North  Cambridge  Relief  Society 
for  a  sum  of  money  ($10.)  and  that,  with  some  generously  ten¬ 
dered  by  individuals,  together  with  clothing  in  ample  quantity, 
made  a  sudden  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  stricken  family. 

The  integrity  of  the  woman  was  shown  in  a  manner  to  inspire 
admiration  by  the  return  to  the  visitor  of  any  superfluous  article, 
with  the  intention  of  having  some  one  more  needy  benefitted  by 
it.  It  may  be  said  that  from  the  beginning  there  was  never  an 
exhibition  of  poverty  nor  begging,  a  determination  to  conceal 
rather  than  parade  their  misfortunes,  sometimes  partially  baffled 
the  efforts  of  willing  hands.  The  birth  of  the  baby  was  the  signal 
for  many  generous  acts  among  those  who  had  become  aware  of 
this  field  for  charity. 

The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  gave  more  largely  and  the  winter 
months  were  tided  over  without  actual  suffering. 

A  small  weekly  allowance  from  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  So¬ 
ciety  assisted  in  the  payment  of  rent.  The  baby  who  had  inher¬ 
ited  the  disease  of  the  father  died  on  August  1,  1889.  They  have 
persistently  and  conscientiously  refused  all  aid,  except  what  dire 
necessity  demanded,  either  from  State  societies  or  individuals, 
while  evincing  the  liveliest  gratitude  and  appreciation  of  all  favors. 

Since  the  death  of  the  infant  the  mother  has  been  able  to  sup¬ 
port  the  family  ;  she  has  taken  four  boarders,  and  a  f$w  family 
washings. 
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The  father  is  still  living  and  suffering  ;  the  physicians  say  he  may 
live  only  a  few  weeks,  at  the  longest  a  few  months. 

The  visitors  have  never  perhaps  witnessed  a  finer  instance  of 
rectitude,  commendable  independence,  and  bravery  than  in  the 
case  of  this  poor  family. 

Late  in  the  winter  of  1888,  the  case  of  a  war  widow  was 
brought  to  our  Conference  and  a  visitor  appointed. 

It  was  found  that  she  suffered  from  goitre  which  prevented  her 
from  earning  by  washing  and  scrubbing.  That  she  has  two  sons 
who  are  intemperate  and  do  nothing  to  help  their  mother,  a  mar¬ 
ried  daughter  who  is  ill  and  unable  to  help  in  any  way,  a  half 
grown  son  who  works  a  part  of  the  time,  but  does  not  earn  enough 
to  help  his  mother,  and  three  younger  children  who  go  to  school. 

She  owns  her  little  home  subject  to  a  small  morgage  -held  by 
the  Arlington  Five  Cent  Savings  Bank. 

It  was  found  that  she  was  entitled  to  a  pension  and  steps  were 
at  once  taken  to  secure  it  for  her. 

Col.  Hapgood  of  the  G.  A.  R.  has  the  matter  in  hand  and  the 
Visitor  has  made  thirty  calls  on  various  persons  in  connection 
with  the  subject.  Col.  Hapgood  is  in  correspondence  with  the 
Pension  Office  in  Washington  and  is  hopeful  of  success. 

Twenty-five  garments  have  been  given  by  the  visitor.  The  Con¬ 
ference  has  twice  through  the  Charitable  Relief  Society  paid  the 
interest  on  the  morgage,  on  condition  that  if  the  pension  is  secured 
the  money  shall  be  returned. 

The  City  has  at  times  furnished  groceries,  but  of  late  that  has 
been  done  by  the  State,  which  helps  soldiers’  families  without 
pauperizing  them. 

During  this  time  one  of  the  litttle  girls  has  had  a  serious  illness, 
and  last  summer  the  mother  was  ill  a  long  time  ;  the  half  grown 
son  is  at  home  in  consequence  of  an  accident. 

More  cases  might  be  given  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show  the 
value  of  our  work.  Through  the  efforts  of  visitors,  work  has  been 
obtained  for  women  with  dependent  families,  which  has  enabled 
them  to  provide  food  and  pay  rent.  With  the  kindly  help  of  the 
Relief  Society  in  furnishing  coal,  and  in  times  of  sickness,  a 
little  help  in  the  way  of  clothing,  several  families  have  been  kept 
together,  which  otherwise  must  have  been  broken  up. 

We  have  had  many  appeals  for  work  from  women  unable  to 
leave  their  homes  ;  the  numerous  laundries  and  manufacturers  of 
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cheap  clothing  have  made  it  well  nigh  impossible  to  provide 
work  for  women  at  home.  Let  us  not  turn  aside  from  these  ap¬ 
peals,  but  try  again  to  devise  some-  method  to  help  these  poor 
women.  It  has  been  our  custom  to  ask  for  new  or  partly  worn 
clothing  to  be  used  in  the  winter  ;  shall  we  lengthen  our  lines  and 
ask  for  furniture  also  ?  In  most  of  our  families  there  is  only  one 
pair  of  hands  (and  those  a  woman’s  hands),  to  win  the  bread  for 
the  family,  and  the  gift  of  a  piece  of  furniture  would  be  a  joy  in¬ 
deed.  In  reviewing  our  work  we  find  our  labors  have  been  small 
and  our  self  denials  few  ;  may  it  be  the  beginning  of  a  more  patient 
and  persevering  effort  to  let  the  brightness  of  our  lives  shine  into 
the  lives  of  the  unfortunate. 

To  carry  on  our  work  with  success,  we  need  an  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  visitors  and  we  earnestly  desire  that  more  women  in  this 
Ward  may  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  the  work,  and  feel  the  benefit  it 
will  bring  to  them.  The  fact  that  women  are  obliged  to  leave 
their  young  children  alone  in  the  house  or  in  the  street  when  away 
to  work,  has  interested  some  of  our  visitors  in  the  founding  of  a 
Day  Nursery  in  the  ‘‘  Dublin  District.”  The  numerous  cases  of 
severe  sickness  among  the  poor,  has  called  our  attention  to  the  san¬ 
itary  condition  of  the  tenement  houses  in  this  Ward,  and  has 
brought  forth  the  suggestion  that  a  nurse  should  be  employed  to 
work  among  the  poor,  under  the  auspices  of  this  Conference. 

Our  President  has  the  work  in  hand  of  arranging  for  some 
concerted  action  on  the  part  of  all  the  Conferences  in  Cambridge 
with  regard  to  matters  of  general  interest  and  mutual  benefit  and 
now  we  enter  the  opening  year  with  new  hopes  and  plans  for  re¬ 
lieving  the  hands  stretched  out  to  us  for  help.  May  we  go  for¬ 
ward  with  u  braver  hearts  and  brighter  faith,”  thankful  for  the 
work  already  accomplished  u  In  His  name.” 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  E.  WHITNEY, 

Secretary. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


November  18,  1888,  to  November  19,  1889. 

Receipts. 


Balance  on  hand  November  18,  1888  $290.92 

Subscriptions  .....  1325.24 

Expenditures. 

Salaries  (Registrar  and  Agent)  .  $1000.00 

Conference  Expenses  .  .  •  34*47 

Sundry  Expenses  (including  Printing, 

Stationery,  Postage  and  Office 
Expenses,  and  Car  fax*es)  .  .  149*76 


$1616.16 


Balance  on  hand  Nov.  19,  1889  . 


$1184.23 

$43i*93 


HENRY  N.  TILTON, 

Treasurer. 


